
The Bible — God’s Word for Us 
Today 
__________________ 

Introduction: Why the Bible Still Matters 
Let’s be honest—when you hear the word Bible, what comes to mind? For some, it’s a dusty 
rulebook. For others, it’s the “Sunday book” you only open at church. Maybe you’ve felt intimidated 
by it, confused by it, or even unsure if you can trust it. You’re not alone. 

At Love Church, we believe the Bible isn’t just a religious book—it’s God’s Word, meant to show us 
who He is, who we are, and how we are to live. It’s a story of love, grace, redemption, and purpose 
from beginning to end. 

The Bible was written thousands of years ago, but it still speaks powerfully and personally today. In 
a noisy world full of opinions and uncertainty, the Bible gives us clarity, truth, and hope. It doesn’t 
just inform us—it transforms us. 

|  “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,  
|  correcting and training in righteousness…” 
|  — 2 Timothy 3:16 

Whether you’re just getting started with the Bible or you’ve read it for years, our hope is that you 
would see it not as a textbook, but as a love letter from God—one that invites you into His heart 
and equips you to live a life that honors Him. 



What Is the Bible? 
The Bible isn’t just a religious book—it’s God’s story and our invitation. It’s a divine library of 66 
books, written over 1,500 years by more than 40 different authors—prophets, kings, poets, 
fishermen, doctors, and pastors. And yet, despite its diversity of writers, times, and settings, the Bible 
tells one unified story: God’s love for humanity and His plan to rescue us through Jesus. 

It’s split into two big parts: 

• The Old Testament (Genesis to Malachi) — God’s covenant with Israel, the Law, the prophets, 
and the anticipation of a coming Savior. 

• The New Testament (Matthew to Revelation) — The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, the 
birth of the Church, and the promise of His return. 

|  Why It’s More Than Just a Book 
People often ask: How can something written so long ago matter today? 
Here’s why: The Bible is not a dead book—it’s alive and active (Hebrews 4:12). It’s not just words 
on a page. When you read it with a soft heart, it reads you. It comforts, convicts, encourages, and 
shapes. It’s how we learn who God is, who we are, and how we live with purpose. 
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The Bible Is a Library, Not Just a Book 
The Bible isn’t one book—it’s a library of 66 books written by over 40 authors, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, across more than 1,500 years. It contains multiple genres—and understanding those helps us 
read each part with clarity and wisdom. 

|  Old Testament (39 Books) 
The Law (Torah or Pentateuch) – Foundation of God’s Covenant 
• Genesis – Beginnings of creation, humanity, and Israel 
• Exodus – Israel’s deliverance from Egypt and the giving of the Law 
• Leviticus – Laws for worship, holiness, and priesthood 
• Numbers – Israel’s journey through the wilderness 
• Deuteronomy – Moses’ final instructions before entering the Promised Land 

History – The Story of Israel’s Rise and Fall 
• Joshua – Conquest of the Promised Land 
• Judges – Israel’s cycle of rebellion and deliverance 
• Ruth – A love story of redemption and loyalty 
• 1 & 2 Samuel – Rise of Israel’s monarchy (Samuel, Saul, David) 
• 1 & 2 Kings – Kingdom division and decline 
• 1 & 2 Chronicles – Retelling of Israel’s history with a priestly lens 
• Ezra – Return from Babylonian exile and temple rebuilding 
• Nehemiah – Rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls 
• Esther – God’s unseen hand in preserving His people 

Poetry & Wisdom – The Heart and Questions of God’s People 
• Job – Wrestling with suffering and God’s sovereignty 
• Psalms – Songs of worship, lament, praise, and prayer 
• Proverbs – Wisdom for everyday life 
• Ecclesiastes – Reflections on meaning, purpose, and eternity 
• Song of Solomon – A poetic celebration of love and intimacy 

Major Prophets – God’s Messages to a Wayward Nation 
• Isaiah – Judgment and hope; foretells the Messiah 
• Jeremiah – Warnings to Judah and a call to repentance 
• Lamentations – Jeremiah’s grief over Jerusalem’s destruction 
• Ezekiel – Visions and hope during exile 
• Daniel – Faith in exile and apocalyptic visions 

Minor Prophets – Short but Powerful Prophetic Books 
• Hosea – God’s faithful love in the face of Israel’s unfaithfulness 
• Joel – The day of the Lord and restoration 
• Amos – Justice and righteousness 
• Obadiah – Judgment on Edom 
• Jonah – God’s mercy toward enemies 
• Micah – Justice, mercy, and walking humbly with God 
• Nahum – Judgment on Nineveh 
• Habakkuk – Wrestling with God’s justice 
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• Zephaniah – The coming day of the Lord 
• Haggai – Rebuilding the temple 
• Zechariah – Visions of restoration and the coming King 
• Malachi – A call to faithfulness before 400 years of silence 

|  New Testament (27 Books) 
The Gospels – The Life and Ministry of Jesus 
• Matthew – Jesus as the promised Messiah and King 
• Mark – A fast-paced, action-packed account of Jesus’ ministry 
• Luke – Jesus as Savior for all people; historical and detailed 
• John – A theological, intimate portrait of Jesus as the Son of God 

Church History – The Birth and Growth of the Church 
• Acts – The spread of the Gospel through the early Church and the work of the Holy Spirit 

Paul’s Letters (Epistles) – Theology and Practical Encouragement 
• Romans – Salvation by grace through faith 
• 1 & 2 Corinthians – Church issues, unity, and love 
• Galatians – Freedom from legalism 
• Ephesians – The Church as the body of Christ 
• Philippians – Joy in all circumstances 
• Colossians – The supremacy of Christ 
• 1 & 2 Thessalonians – Hope in Christ’s return 
• 1 & 2 Timothy – Letters to a young pastor about leadership 
• Titus – Church leadership and sound doctrine 
• Philemon – Forgiveness and reconciliation 

General Letters – Wisdom for All Believers 
• Hebrews – Jesus as the ultimate High Priest and fulfillment of the Old Covenant 
• James – Faith in action 
• 1 & 2 Peter – Perseverance in suffering and holy living 
• 1, 2 & 3 John – Love, truth, and assurance of salvation 
• Jude – Contending for the faith 

Prophecy – The Future Revealed 
• Revelation – Visions of the end times, Jesus’ return, and the new creation 

|  But Isn’t the Bible Written by Humans? 
Yes—and also by God. This is what makes the Bible unique. Christians believe it’s inspired—
meaning God worked through human authors, guiding their words by the Holy Spirit without 
overriding their personality or style. Paul puts it like this: 

|  “All Scripture is God-breathed…”  
|  — 2 Timothy 3:16 

So when we read the Bible, we’re not just getting human thoughts about God—we’re receiving 
God’s heart and truth communicated through human language. 
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|  Three Foundational Beliefs 
1. Inspired — The Bible is not random or accidental. It’s divinely guided and spiritually alive. God 

used real people to write real stories—but He oversaw the message every step of the way. 
2. Authoritative — The Bible is our final authority in all areas of life and faith. We might not always 

understand it right away. We might wrestle with parts. But we don’t place ourselves over it—we 
submit ourselves to it. 

3. True — The Bible speaks truth in a world of confusion. It shows us what’s real, what’s good, and 
what lasts forever. It’s not just informational—it’s transformational. 
“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” – Psalm 119:105 
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Can We Trust the Bible? 
If you’ve ever wondered, “How do I know the Bible is reliable? Didn’t it get changed over time?”—
you’re not alone. These are honest, important questions. At Love Church, we believe faith isn’t blind
—it’s built on truth. And the Bible, while written by human hands, bears the fingerprints of God. 

Let’s walk through why we believe the Bible is trustworthy—and how we respond to some of the most 
common doubts. 

|  1. It Has Unmatched Historical Evidence 
Objection: “Hasn’t the Bible been changed over time through copying and translation?” 
Response: Actually, the Bible has more manuscript support than any ancient text in history—by far. 

• The New Testament has over 5,800 Greek manuscripts, plus 20,000+ in Latin and other 
languages. 

• Some fragments date back to within 25–50 years of the originals (like the Rylands fragment, 
~125 AD). 

• For comparison, Homer’s Iliad has 643 copies (earliest: 500 years after), and nobody questions its 
reliability. 

So why does this matter? The sheer volume of early manuscripts allows scholars to cross-check and 
reconstruct the original writings with 99.5% accuracy. No other ancient document even comes 
close. The Bible hasn’t been corrupted—it’s been preserved. 

|  2. It’s Consistent Across Centuries 
Objection: “The Bible was written by a bunch of different people—how can we trust that it tells one 
true story?” 
Response: The Bible was written over 1,500 years, by 40+ authors, in 3 different languages, from 
different continents, in different genres—yet tells one unified story: God’s redemption of humanity 
through Jesus. 

Despite cultural, geographic, and linguistic differences, the storyline holds. Prophecies in the Old 
Testament point to realities fulfilled in the New. From Genesis to Revelation, there is no contradiction 
in God’s nature, character, or mission. That kind of narrative unity doesn’t happen by accident. It’s 
evidence of divine authorship. 

|  3. It Wasn’t a Political Conspiracy 
Objection: “Didn’t Constantine or the church decide what books to include hundreds of years 
later?” 
Response: The early church didn’t invent Scripture—they recognized it. 

• The four Gospels and most of Paul’s letters were widely circulated and accepted within the first 
century. 

• Church councils (like Carthage in 397 AD) didn’t choose the canon—they affirmed what the 
Church had already treated as authoritative for generations. 
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Books were included based on clear criteria: 

1. Apostolic origin (written by or connected to eyewitnesses) 
2. Widespread use in worship 
3. Consistency with the Gospel message 

The Bible wasn’t politically manufactured. It was spiritually discerned and preserved by the early 
Church. 

|  4. It Contains Fulfilled Prophecy 
Objection: “Maybe Jesus just made sure He fulfilled the prophecies.” 
Response: Some prophecies could not be self-fulfilled: 

• Born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) 
• Born into a specific lineage (David’s) 
• Betrayed for 30 pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12–13) 
• Hands and feet pierced (Psalm 22:16) — written 1,000 years before Jesus, before crucifixion 

existed 

Jesus fulfilled over 300 prophecies—many of which would’ve been impossible to engineer. 
Statisticians say the odds of one person fulfilling just 8 is 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000 (one 
quadrillion). Fulfilled prophecy is not coincidence—it’s confirmation. 

|  5. It’s Supported by Archaeology 
Objection: “But the Bible talks about things we’ve never found.” 
Response: Many once-disputed biblical claims have been confirmed by archaeology: 

• The Hittites (Genesis 15:20) – once thought fictional, confirmed in 1906 
• The Pool of Bethesda (John 5) – discovered with five porticoes 
• Pontius Pilate’s inscription – found in 1961, confirming his historical role 

Archaeology hasn’t proven every detail (nor could it), but it has consistently supported the historical 
reliability of the Bible’s people, places, and timelines. 

|  6. Jesus Trusted the Scriptures 
Objection: “But wasn’t Jesus just quoting Jewish tradition?” 
Response: Jesus didn’t just reference Scripture—He built His life and teachings on it. 

• He quoted the Old Testament in moments of temptation, confrontation, and prayer. 
• He affirmed even controversial stories—like Jonah and Noah—as real history. 
• He said, “Not the smallest letter… will disappear from the Law until everything is 

accomplished” (Matthew 5:18). 

If you trust Jesus, you can trust the Bible—because Jesus trusted the Bible. 
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|  7. It Still Works 
Objection: “Even if it’s preserved… is it relevant?” 
Response: Yes. The Bible has shaped laws, cultures, families, and hearts for thousands of years—
and still does. 

It’s not just about history. It’s about hope. 
• It reads you. 
• It comforts you. 
• It convicts you. 

|  “The Word of God is living and active…”  
|  — Hebrews 4:12 

|  Final Thought 
The Bible can handle your questions. It’s not fragile. It’s not fiction. It’s the Word of God—historically 
anchored, spiritually alive, and personally powerful. 

If you’ve doubted it, questioned it, or ignored it—you’re not alone. But maybe it’s time to take 
another look. 
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How Do We Read the Bible? 
Let’s be honest—reading the Bible can feel overwhelming. It’s long. It’s ancient. Some parts are 
confusing (looking at you, Leviticus). If you’ve ever started strong in Genesis and then hit a wall 
somewhere in Numbers, you’re not alone. 

But here’s the truth: the Bible is meant to be read, not just studied by scholars or preached by 
pastors. God wants to speak to you through His Word. 

The key is to read it the right way—with the right heart, the right tools, and a rhythm that brings it to 
life. 

|  1. Start With Relationship, Not Obligation 
This isn’t a textbook. It’s a love letter. The goal isn’t to master the Bible. The goal is to let the Bible 
master you—to let it read you, shape you, and point you to Jesus. 

So don’t start with guilt. Start with curiosity. Ask: 

• God, what do You want to say to me today? 
• Jesus, help me see You in this story. 
• Holy Spirit, guide me as I read. 

You’re not alone in this—God meets you in the pages.\ 

|  2. Use a Simple Method (Like SOAP) 
We love practical tools at Love Church. One of our favorites is the SOAP method: 

S – Scripture: Write out one verse that stands out. 
O – Observation: What does it say? Who’s speaking? What’s happening? 
A – Application: What does this mean for me today? 
P – Prayer: Talk to God about it. Ask for strength, guidance, or clarity. 

This isn’t about perfection—it’s about consistency. Even five minutes a day can change your life. 

|  3. Read the Bible as a Unified Story 
The Bible isn’t a collection of disconnected rules—it’s a story. One big, sweeping, beautiful story of: 

• Creation (Genesis 1–2) 
• Fall (Genesis 3) 
• Redemption (Jesus comes!) 
• Restoration (Jesus will return!) 

Everything points to Jesus. The Old Testament prepares the way for Him. The New Testament 
reveals Him. The whole Bible leads us back to the Gospel. 

So when you read it, ask: How does this point to Jesus? 
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|  4. Context Is Everything 
This is where a lot of confusion happens. When we read the Bible, we need to ask: 

• Who was this written to? 
• What was happening historically? 
• Is this a command for everyone or a specific situation? 
• Is this literal or poetic? 

Without context, we can misread the Bible—and even weaponize it. But with context, Scripture 
becomes clear, powerful, and alive. 

Need help? Use a study Bible, ask a leader, or explore trusted resources. (We can recommend a few.) 

|  5. Create a Daily Rhythm 
The Bible is meant to be bread for your soul—not cake for special occasions. 
Start small. A chapter a day. A Psalm in the morning. A Gospel over the next month. 

Make it part of your rhythm: 

• Mornings with coffee 
• During a walk 
• Listening on audio 
• Journaling before bed 

Don’t wait for perfect conditions. Just begin. 

|  6. Don’t Just Read—Live It 

James 1:22 says: 

|  “Do not merely listen to the word… do what it says.” 

The goal isn’t Bible knowledge. It’s transformation. When you read about forgiveness—go forgive. 
When you read about generosity—give. When you read about hope—share it. The Bible doesn’t just 
inform us. It forms us. 

|  Final Encouragement 
You don’t have to be a Bible expert to start. You just have to be hungry. God is not waiting for you to 
read perfectly. He’s waiting to meet you in the process. Keep your Bible open. Keep your heart soft. 
Jesus will meet you there. 
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Why We Submit to the Authority of 
Scripture 
In a world full of opinions, feelings, trends, and constant noise, we need something more solid. More 
trustworthy. More eternal. 

At Love Church, we believe the Bible is not just inspiring—it’s authoritative. It speaks truth, even 
when that truth is uncomfortable. It sets the direction of our lives, not the other way around. We don’t 
edit the Bible; we let the Bible edit us. 

|  1. What Does “Authority of Scripture” Mean? 
It means we believe the Bible is our highest source of truth, wisdom, and guidance. It’s not just a 
helpful book—it’s God’s Word to us. 

As Paul writes: 

|  “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting  
|  and training in righteousness.” 
|  – 2 Timothy 3:16 

We believe: 
• Scripture is inspired by God 
• It is true and trustworthy 
• It applies to every part of our lives 

We submit to it—not because we have to, but because we trust the Author. 

|  2. We Don’t Just Trust What We Like 
It’s easy to follow the verses that comfort us. But what about the ones that convict us? 

God’s Word challenges our culture, our assumptions, and even our preferences. It speaks into how 
we live, love, lead, spend, forgive, serve, and believe. If we only obey the parts of the Bible we already 
agree with, we’re not following God. We’re just following ourselves. At Love Church, we’re not afraid 
to wrestle with hard truths—because we believe God’s ways are higher than ours. 

|  3. The Bible > Culture, Trends, and Feelings 
Culture shifts. Feelings fluctuate. Opinions change. But Isaiah 40:8 reminds us: 

|  “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.” 

We love people deeply—but we don’t compromise truth to make everyone comfortable. 
We walk with empathy—but we hold fast to what God has revealed. 
We live in grace—but we’re anchored in the Word. 
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|  4. How Do We Handle Disagreements About the Bible? 
We know Christians don’t always interpret every verse the same. That’s okay. There’s room for healthy 
conversation. 

But when it comes to the essentials—who Jesus is, how we’re saved, how we’re called to live—we 
come back to the clear, consistent voice of Scripture. 

We interpret Scripture in light of Jesus, not Jesus in light of our opinions. 

We also look to: 
• The historical church 
• The full narrative of the Bible 
• The fruit that our interpretations produce (Matthew 7:16) 

Unity doesn’t require uniformity. But it does require humility. 

|  5. Our Heart at Love Church 
We want you to fall in love with God’s Word—not just for knowledge, but for transformation. That’s 
why we preach from Scripture every Sunday. That’s why our groups dive into the Word. That’s why our 
leaders are trained in how to handle Scripture with accuracy and humility. 

We want to be a church where the Bible is not just referenced—it’s revered. Not just quoted in 
messages, but hidden in our hearts, lived out in our lives, and trusted with our future. 
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What If I Struggle to Believe or Understand 
the Bible? 
You’re not alone. 

For many of us, the Bible can feel overwhelming. Confusing. Even frustrating. Maybe you’ve tried to 
read it, but it didn’t make sense. Or maybe you’ve hit verses that seem harsh, outdated, or even 
contradictory. 

We get it. Faith isn’t the absence of questions—it’s learning to bring those questions to God and 
trust Him anyway. 

At Love Church, it’s okay to not have it all figured out. But we want to help you keep seeking, keep 
asking, and keep growing. 

|  1. You’re Invited to Explore, Not Expected to Know It All 
Jesus didn’t recruit perfect scholars—He called fishermen, tax collectors, outcasts, and doubters. 
And He gave them time to learn and grow. 

You don’t need a theology degree to follow Jesus. You just need a heart that’s open. Don’t let what 
you don’t understand keep you from embracing what you do: 

• God is good. 
• Jesus loves you. 
• The Bible is a gift meant to draw you close. 

|  2. There Are Tools to Help You Understand 
You’re not meant to read the Bible alone. That’s why we study it in community—in Sunday 
messages, Love Groups, and discipleship relationships. And thankfully, there are amazing tools 
available to help you grow: 

Study Resources: 
• Reading the Bible for All Its Worth — a great intro to how to study the Bible with clarity and 

context 
• The Bible Project & The Bible Project Podcast — visual and audio tools that make the story of 

the Bible come alive 
• ARMA Courses — deep, theological training designed for everyday believers 
• THEOSU — short, insightful video courses that cover theology, Bible, and culture 
• The Bible Dept. Podcast — fresh, honest conversations about Scripture and how it connects 

to real life 
• Study Bibles like the ESV Study Bible or CSB Study Bible 

And of course… ask questions. Confusion isn’t a sign of weak faith—it’s often the starting point of 
real growth. 
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|  3. What About the Hard Parts? 
There are parts of Scripture that are hard to swallow—stories of judgment, laws that don’t make 
sense today, or verses that seem culturally out of touch. 

Here’s how we approach that: 
• We remember the Bible is a story, not a soundbite. 
• We interpret unclear parts through the clear revelation of Jesus. 
• We seek the heart behind the words, not just the words themselves. 
• We trust that God’s Word is both timeless and timely—rooted in history, yet still alive and 

active (Hebrews 4:12). 

The Bible doesn’t always say what we want, but it always says what we need. 

|  4. Keep Showing Up. Keep Leaning In. 
You might not understand the Bible overnight. That’s okay. Just like any relationship, it takes time. But 
the more you read it, the more you’ll hear God’s voice. The more you soak in it, the more it will shape 
you. Little by little, the Holy Spirit will open your heart and mind. 

Don’t quit. Don’t give up. God’s Word is alive—and it’s for you. 

|  5. You Have the Holy Spirit and the Church 
When you open the Bible, you’re not doing it alone. Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would guide 
us into truth (John 16:13). That means you can pause, pray, and ask the Spirit to open your eyes and 
your heart. 

You also have the church—spiritual leaders, trusted friends, mentors, pastors, and Love Groups—
who help you grow, ask questions, and discern what the Bible says and how to live it out. 

The Bible wasn’t written to be read in isolation. It was written: 
• for God’s people 
• with God’s Spirit 
• with God’s family 

Final Word: 
If you’re doubting, struggling, or unsure—you still belong here. We don’t ask for perfect faith. We just 
ask for open hearts. 

Let the journey shape you. Let Scripture guide you. And let Jesus be the lens through which you read 
it all. 
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